
 

 
           

  
 

    
 

 

 

                 
        

 
                
                 
           

 
       

  
             

            
                   

            
 

 
  

                
     

               
   

               
            

         
                 

        
 

  
              
              

                 
                  

            
 
 
 

Marston St Lawrence  Parish Council  
Minutes of  an Extraordinary  Meeting  

Held on Thursday 15th  July   2021  at  7.30pm  
In the Village  Hall  

Councillors Present: Richard Gale (Chairman), Stephen Goodwin, Wayne Lindop, Lianne Piper-Elsey, Mick Scott 
and Chris Skermer 

Christine Coles (Parish Clerk) and one villager 

21/25.  To receive apologies for absence  
Cllr Moller  

21/26.  To receive Declarations of  Interest under the Council’s  Code of Conduct relating  to business on the  
agenda  

 No interests were declared.  

21/27.  Planning  
To discuss and review new draft plans to be put forward for the refurbishment of the Marston 
Inn and a new dwelling scheme 

Cllr Moller was unable to attend the meeting. She noted that she preferred the new scheme 
and keeping the old building. The number of houses has been reduced. Her concerns are 
the entrance to the houses and bin lorry access. 

The Steering Group have met. 
Business Plan 
Would the same deal be available with peppercorn rent and income from holiday 
accommodation supporting the inn? There is concern that there are potentially higher 
running costs than a new build but accept this is the price of retaining the old building. Would 
the holiday accommodation provide equivalent income to the previous bed and breakfast 
proposal? 

Building Design 
The biggest overall concern is the size of the managers flat. The overall ground floor design 
is reasonable. Suggested improvements included: 
Opening up the fireplace to increase the connection between the middle bar room and room 
to the south. 
Consider opening a doorway to the dining room under the stairs and perhaps blocking up 
existing doorway at the bottom of the entrance to the flat. 
Is a staff room a requirement or necessary? 
There was a question as to whether the cellar and kitchen should be the other way round. 
The design of the holiday cottage looks satisfactory. 

Outside Area 
The provision of parking at the back using the existing drive was considered positive. 
The provision of additional parking at the front was welcomed. A better arrangement would 
be to remove the existing low wall bordering the garden to the south and rebuilt it sufficiently 
to the north to allow the parking spaces to be to the right as you enter the site. 
Does it need a grand cycle store in a closed off area? 



 
                

                  
              

             
               

           
                 

               
                 

                 
              

              
                  

                
 

    
             
                
                  

                
                 

         
      

          
                 

          
 

          
                

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Only one member of the public attended the meeting and the community may still object to 
various aspects of the scheme. The overall feeling of the Parish Council is that this is an 
improvement over the previous scheme and has met some concerns of residents and the 
Council. The reduction to five houses, retention of the existing building, combined with 
additional parking for the pub has gone some way to meet previous concerns. It is 
understood the planners might overrule highways requirements with no turning area 
provided for the refuse lorry which would reverse as it does now and collect the bins from 
the new houses from a bin collection point. There are still concerns about additional traffic 
in the narrow road. The question was raised as to whether the new houses could share the 
pub drive but the understanding is this had been rejected in the past. The houses now show 
dormer windows. The planned houses are deeper than previously proposed so the roof line 
would be marginally lower. The houses are closer to the eastern boundary with existing 
properties than before. It was felt they could be moved further forward a little to reduce the 
area at the front of each property and give more useable space in the rear garden. 

Other questions/queries raised included: 
Is self catering an attractive proposal and will the trend continue over time? 
If HNB get planning consent and sell the site undeveloped, will there be safeguards in place 
to protect the site? It was felt the pub would not be part of any sale of land. 
The viability of flats was discussed and what occupancy other people get who have bed and 
breakfasts in the local area. It did used to be good but was challenging during Covid. 
The cycle store may become a general garden storeroom. 
Will the access road be adopted? 
What powers the planners have to override any highway questions? 
Action: The Parish Council to respond to HNB to note this scheme is better than before but 
there are still concerns about parking, access and traffic movement. 

WNS/2021/0735/FUL, Construction of horse training manege at Marston House, Thenford 
Road. This will not affect anyone and it was agreed to offer no comment. 

21/28.  Date  and  Time  of  Next  meeting   
 Tuesday  31st  August  2021  at  7.30pm  at  the  Cricket  Pavilion  

 
 Meeting finished at  8.10pm  


